This article discusses the synchronic status and diachronic development of will be -ing and shall be -ing (as in I'll be leaving at noon).
Introduction 22
Will be -ing and shall be -ing are among the least discussed expressions in English to 23 refer to the future. The few studies that address these constructions tend to focus on of to hypothesise how these constructions emerged is a short section in Samuels (1972) . National Corpus (BNC), which samples BrE predominantly from the 1980s and early 115 1990s, and a variety of privately collected examples. 116 To retrieve occurrences of shall be -ing and will be -ing, we used the CQP software 117 (Christ 1994 ) on grammatically tagged versions of the corpora. 5 All the examples retrieved were hand-edited to remove false positives. 6 
124
In quantifying use of shall be -ing and will be -ing, our main method has been to 
Will be -ing in BrE and AmE

133
According to ARCHER, despite being available for several centuries, will be -ing did 134 not significantly expand in use in BrE and AmE until the twentieth century (table 1) . 135 By contrast, overall use of the progressive construction in ARCHER accelerated 136 significantly in each century from 1700 onwards, according to figures in Hundt (2004: 137 69; cf . table A1) . Similarly, in a corpus of nineteenth-century BrE, Smitterberg (2005) 138 finds a substantial increase in frequency of the progressive construction as a whole, but 139 a low and declining frequency of will be -ing (2005: 136).
140 5 Grammatical tagging was carried out automatically with the CLAWS4 software: see Garside & Smith (1997) . 6 The searches run on ARCHER also took account of variant spellings within the patterns shall be -ing and will be -ing, e.g. 'll, uuill, vil, vvil, vvill, wil , wille, will'st, will't, using a list of spelling variants in EModE compiled by Dawn Archer. However, no examples containing variants other than 'll were found. The recall of our query is likely to be diminished slightly by its failure to pick up examples containing embedded phrases and clauses; a fabricated example would be John will, for the rest of the time he is staying with us, be going to bed early. The latter dataset also highlights, more clearly than ARCHER, a significant level 144 of regional divergence between AmE and BrE, which appears to widen as the century 145 progresses. While use of the progressive overall continues to increase in both varieties 146 (cf. Mair and Hundt, 1995; Smith, 2002) , the growth of will be -ing is significant in 147 BrE only. We discuss the question of contact in the spread of will be -ing in 5.2.2. 
Shall be -ing in BrE and AmE
149
Shall be -ing, in contrast, never seems to have enjoyed much popularity. From its sparse 150 appearances in ARCHER, it is just about possible to discern a slight growth in BrE: one 151 occurrence per century, until the twentieth century, in which there are five occurrences 152 (table 2) . This nevertheless represents a small fraction of the frequency of will be -ing.
153
In The only construction significantly increasing in relation to the others is will be -ing.
167
In fiction, for example, will be -ing is buoyant in comparison to a general decline of the English, Leech (2003) finds that the construction has expanded. No instances of to refer to forthcoming, pre-planned events, as in (9). In broadcast news this frequently 237 extends to scheduling arrangements about the news programme itself, as in (10). The problem with the first of these approaches is that it makes no attempt to account How can we explain the frequent absence of progressivity in will/shall be -ing?
291
Before moving on to the specific meaning of will/shall be -ing, we need to clarify 292 the contribution of be -ing to the construction. shall, the be -ing form loses its potential to be interpreted agentively. The subject cannot 387 be perceived as a volitional agent, which accounts for the unacceptability of (18) However, in the case of the passive, will be -ing is extremely restricted. In the nearly 412 100 million words of the BNC, just five examples were found of will be being + past 413 16 As a simple prediction of a future event, (18b) is not acceptable. If this utterance is transformed into an evaluative statement, the combination of be with will be -ing becomes possible, as pointed out by an anonymous reviewer: 'I don't want to join you for coffee because you'll be being morbid again.' In such a case however, the focus is not on the agentive role of the subject in a future situation, but rather on the (causal) link established by the speaker between two states of affairs. The aspectual adverb again takes on a modal meaning by indicating that the repetition of the subject's behaviour is evaluated negatively by the speaker. Evaluation is expressed in a similar way when will be -ing co-occurs with next. is also part of a schedule that has already been planned at the time of utterance. But 451 the concept of predetermination may also be construed in a more abstract way, since with will/shall be -ing, 'the speaker does not want the agreement of his audience', but 471 the implication of this has not been investigated so far. We propose that the will/shall be
A G NÈ S C E L L E A N D N I C H O L A S S M I T H the effect of adding be -ing
472
-ing construction is not only a volition-disclaimer, but also a responsibility-disclaimer.
473
As a volition-disclaimer, it has an effect on the relation between the grammatical subject 474 and the verb, as stated earlier. As a responsibility-disclaimer, it has an effect on the 475 relation between the speaker and his/her utterance, and consequently on the speaker's 476 modal attitude towards the hearer.
477
To a certain extent, will be -ing may be considered to serve an evidential function. his/her evaluative role may also be marked, as in the last two examples.
A G NÈ S C E L L E A N D N I C H O L A S S M I T H
Once again, the dual function of the be -ing form gives insight into this apparent usage is typically found with third-person subjects. In (34) and (35), the speaker's 571 18 With shall + bare infinitive, prediction is guaranteed by the speech-act and expresses future time reference. With will, however, the speaker adjusts to a situation by basing his prediction on his knowledge of the dispositions and characteristic features of the grammatical subject. This explains why will + bare infinitive, unlike shall, has epistemic as well as predictability uses (such as oil will float on water; see Huddleston 1995: 424). In both cases, the focus is not on future actualisation, but on the speaker's knowledge of characteristic features.
spatial location is different from that of the grammatical subject. to interpret Linda's state of mind by conforming to traditional standards of hospitality.
586
In both (36) and (37) the speaker is commenting on a referential situation. It is in this 587 case that will be -ing takes on an interpretive meaning. By contrast, in (34) and (35), 588 the speaker is attempting to establish facts in order to construct a referential situation.
589
Here will be -ing marks temporal coincidence and the situation is viewed as in progress Unfortunately, the sampling frame of ARCHER is too recent, and cases of shall/will 605 be -ing too infrequent, to enable a detailed understanding of their functional evolution. However, in the case of will be -ing in BrE, there is enough material to discern possible 607 evolutionary developments. On the other hand, in most cases it is difficult to say whether the motivation for using 638 will be -ing is to disclaim volition. It is frequently unclear whether the utterance would 639 be interpreted as volitional if will + bare infinitive had been used instead: Traugott (1989 Traugott ( , 1995 . That is, over time the function of the construction has 672 become increasingly based in the speaker's subjective reasoning processes.
673
-There is 'layering' (Hopper 1991) in that the original aspectual meaning in 674 Type 1 has survived and co-exists, albeit as a minority use, with Type 2.
675
-The functional generalisation of the construction makes its meaning overall 676 more indeterminate. This is again supported in ARCHER, and also in our 677 twentieth-century corpus data (see Table 1 The early spread of will be -ing seems to show a typical sociolinguistic pattern of 2002), or, in a more abstract way, the speaker may conform to some norm (Leech 2004 ).
772
We argue that this feature has generalised across both aspectual types, again blurring 773 the boundary between them.
774
The speaker is bound to adopt different subjective attitudes to his/her utterance 775 depending on the type of discourse. Therefore, the epistemic and the 'future as matter 776 of course' meanings should not be regarded as entirely distinct, but rather as equally 
